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The Liberal

Skating
siblings
teach

hiz Batka siblings haven'
e wipy theeir skoibes yet.
ami Jama hiave

bladies on cight hoirs a day
whille they coach up-and -coming
e sharters.
“T wanted] to sty within the
simvce | couldn’t do what 1 had
i = wakd former nationnl
competitor Ms atka, 30, whiose
shoantingy career came (0 8 dovastal-
irg Tt whven injury led to Internal
bileeding in her hip.

1 s hioplng o keep skiting
and got into joe shows and ravel o
mmiare,” ahe sakd.

Irstend, she joined her brother
at the Richmond Trmining Centre,
now based ort of Blvis
mpere. Soam thie figure skating club
will be mning 1o the new arena o
iehimuond Groen

T covaching duo waorks with
15 aknters and one becamse o junios
champlon earfier this month.

Vanessa Crone has been com-
pretiryg for six yonm, thres with the
meldance of thi: Batkas,

Togethes, they attenched the
jumnior national champlonships in

Wt cuiale ot bt
Tstore ot problems. Thot's why af

together
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Quedsec earlier this month.

Willking inio the competithon
semit a tingghy foeling up her spine,
s Badica sabd, the large
rink with a perimeter of blue
boands and seats [ull of spectators
brought hes back in tme.

Rath cosches b taken bows
at ceritre e, 5o they can neate o
thelr skaters during high stress
ML

‘Our relationship is odd,
We're ror moreal brother
aml sisrer because growing
up we never fought, [ was

ahways protecting him.”

“An aine podnt during the junkos
chamgpionships [ was really over-
whelmied by being there, bat they
helped me get through itand
Tocas,” 1dyear-old Vianessa said.

A= Batks recalled & dme when
hist arathes wias bn a similar state,

He had boen off the skating cir-
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culi with an ankle injury in 1997,
but was preparing to neturm and
compete i a national event.

With his sister coaching, boh
W inler pressurn.

*1 wais her guinei pig” said Me
atka, smiling and avolding & skde-
warys glane from bk sister. Shis was
learning how go i from a com-
petitors mindses into o coaching
rale, hoe explalned.

Warmidng up at the practice
sicate with Elvis Seojko and
Ernmarvisel Sandhu put Mr. Batks
In a nervous tance.

“Hie was white as a ghost. [
coubidn’t watch anymaode so | called
him over, grabbed his collar and
prrrarmied ‘wake up [ was trying to
sniap him out ol it,” Ms Batka said

Shaking her head as she
recalled the memory, she said any
othser coach could not have mesind
hilmm that way.

“Ohar relaticnsilp & odd, Weine
not normal brother and dster
because growing wp we never
fonaght,” Ms Batkn said. "1 was
whways protecting him.”

A yourng Mr. Batia aspired to be

& hiockey player so his parenis
enmilbed their seonmd child in fig-
e shathng fo sharpen his skills,

“ used to get beased because |
was in the Natonsl Hallet of Cana-
ci whibe sknging,” be said with a
ligght waver in his volce,

It tvok a bomg tlene and manmy
wessaits with & spons paychologist
o work through those self esteem
issues, but he sabd sharkng the jour-
niey serves as inspimtion for young
skabers,

‘Most of our students
wani to wir. Of course,
sorrie have more drive
than others but the most
important part is that
they all have fun

Ome of thermn is Paal Poirer, the
2005 Eastern Canadian pre-povice
marls champion.

The 13-year-old skater s also an
ice dancing medallist

For Bexdbility in choreography,
Parts] ervjerys bullet nnd jacer as off-
Jee training, which Mr. Batks
[C T

“Without strength and comdl-
toning. the skaters will fall behind
others,” e sakd.

M, Batkn was o she-time nation
al competitor who also gmced
international rinks belone retiring,

Four years after the ankle injury
stndled his career, his condition was
fromwing worse, so e had surgery.
Hi conched during his mecovery,
bt his skating goals remained.

“1wanted (0 do palr skating but
| triesd it fior . B moniths and bt
wasn't working out,” he said

M., Batka was spending msre
time and encnzy on other sknters’

[ TRlikT

Just 5 his L‘llmrl.'f.i!klll dmams
were fading awiy, his sister joined
iher coaching stalf and the path o
thye podium became cleare.

“Most of our students want to
win, Of course, some have maone
drive than others but the mos!
irnprortant part is that they all have
fun,” s Batka salcl.

NIGHTLY SPECIALS

MONDAY

WINGS $4.99 / POUND

TUESDAY
PASTA

WEDNESDAY

PIZZA

THURSDAY
NACHOS

With a
Main Course

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

DINNER SPECIAL
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